
BRRLA Special Board Meeting
August 24, 2024

Attendance: Roger Lee, Roger Levos, Bryan, Mark Solem, Carla Solem, Rick Means (via phone). Guest Bill from DNR conservation joined meeting via phone midway into the meeting.
Minutes: 
1. Meeting called to order by Bryan at 10:05 AM 
2. Bryan gave an update on the Zebra mussels found on Buffalo Lake 3 weeks ago at the public access dock and at Oaks on west end of lake
· DNR confirmed and will put up signage this fall, but not listed on website yet. 
· Roger L contacted Karl Koening from ASI at DNR. Stated if in two so far apart mussels likely have been in the lake for 2 years. Question whether this is the case as others have not found them earlier. 
· Roger L suggested that since there is no approved treatment so our goal should be to provide notice and reduce the spread. We will send email, post on Facebook and website, and Roger Levos will talk with the campground. Carla will create an online survey monkey for residents to report. Bryan will send U of M flyer for Carla to put on website, Facebook, and send via email. 
· Discussed effect of zebra mussels on lake including; increased clarity of water, more weed growth, sharp shells, larger sized fish, and ultimately changes to  ecosystem – filters out zooplankton and increases mercury in the water
· Bill confirmed there are no eradication methods, chemicals have helped early to prevent spread, but cost is high and wipes out native mussels too. Roger reported that Pickerel Lake used to have ZM and is no longer reporting. 
· Bill stated that mussels won’t flow upstream so should not be in Rice and Rock.
· Anticipate increase in mussels next Spring.
· Education to be done later:
i. Warm of possible infestation from a dock and lift insertion.
ii. Talk about other invasive species. 
3. Discussed increased weeds and algae blooms this year.  The mild winter didn’t allow to kill germination period that needed – algae increased w/ rain and run off of chemicals in soil.
Meeting closed at 10:50 Am. 

